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Franz A. Wagner named to ANCC Commission on Magnet Recognition®
Silver Spring, MD – The American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on the Magnet Recognition Program® is pleased to announce the appointment of Franz Alfred Wagner, RN, MSc, Chief Executive Officer of the German Nurses Association and Director of the World Health organization (WHO) Collaborating Center as a new commissioner to the Magnet Recognition Program®. 

The Commission on Magnet (COM) includes experts representing various sectors of the nursing community. The COM is responsible for the governance of the Magnet Recognition Program activities. This authority includes approving program criteria, providing review and evaluation of the strategic direction of the Magnet Recognition Program, and making the final decision regarding the designation of the Magnet credential.

Mr. Wagner has served on the board of directors of the International Council of Nurses since 2001 and was named first vice president in 2005. His international nursing experience also includes German representation for the European Federation of Nurses’ Associations, WHO Forum on Nursing and Midwifery, and the Workgroup of European Nurse Researchers. 
Nationally, Mr. Wagner has served as a representative of the German Nursing Council (DBfK, Deutscher Pflegerat) since 2001 and as its vice president since 2006. He has served as an advisor for the German Ministry of Health through his work on Round Tables and on Advisory Boards. He served as a nursing expert on two credentialing committees – the Bachelor Program in Nursing at University Witten and the Health Professionals Education Institute in Nuremberg.
Mr. Wagner’s distinguished career includes clinical experience at all levels of nursing from staff nurse to nurse manager and teacher. He served as the director of the Institute of Nursing Science at Nuremburg Hospital and has published extensively.
“Mr. Wagner is a wonderful addition to the Commission on Magnet. His expertise will be invaluable as the program expands internationally. We are honored to have him serve as a Commissioner.” says Karen Drenkard, PhD, RN, NEA-BC, FAAN, Director of the Magnet Recognition Program®.
About the Magnet Recognition Program®

The Magnet Recognition Program® was developed by the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) to recognize healthcare organizations that provide nursing excellence. The program also provides a vehicle for disseminating successful nursing practices and strategies. Recognizing quality patient care, nursing excellence, and innovations in professional nursing practice, the Magnet Recognition Program provides consumers with the ultimate benchmark to measure the quality of care that they can expect to receive. The Commission on Magnet (COM) recognizes 354 healthcare organizations in 44 states and the District of Columbia, as well as four international entities; two healthcare organizations in Australia, one in New Zealand, and one in Beirut, Lebanon for their excellence in nursing service. In 1994, University of Washington was the first organization to become Magnet recognized.
- more -

When U.S. News & World Report publishes its annual showcase of "America's Best Hospitals," being an ANCC Magnet® organization contributes to the total score for quality of inpatient care. ANCC is one of only a few organizations providing outside data to the ranking methodology. In the 2009 listing, 15 of the top 21 (71%) medical centers featured in the prestigious Honor Roll are Magnet-recognized organizations. In the Children's Hospital Honor Roll, 9 of the top 10 (90%) hospitals are ANCC Magnet recognized. (July 20, 2009).

About ANCC

The American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), a subsidiary of the American Nurses Association (ANA), provides individuals and organizations throughout the nursing profession with the resources they need to achieve practice excellence. ANCC's internationally renowned credentialing programs certify nurses in specialty practice areas; recognize healthcare organizations for promoting safe, positive work environments through the Magnet Recognition Program® and the Pathway to Excellence® Program; and accredit providers of continuing nursing education. In addition, ANCC’s Institute for Credentialing Innovation® provides leading-edge information and education services and products to support its core credentialing programs. www.nursecredentialing.org 
###

[image: image1.png]